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SUMMARY PRESS RELEASE





Former U.N. Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq to tour UK


9 Jan 1999. For immediate release.


For further information, please contact: Seb Wills (Tel 01223 507858)





Denis Halliday, the former United Nations Assistant Secretary-General and Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq, will be touring the UK from 23rd to 28th January 1999. He will be speaking to the public, politicians and the media about the consequences of the policy of sanctions on Iraq, and possible alternative strategies.





Mr Halliday was in charge of the “Oil for Food” programme, by which Iraq is allowed to sell oil in return for essential humanitarian supplies.





Mr Halliday resigned from 34 year career with the U.N. at the end of September 1998, calling the sanctions “a totally bankrupt concept” and describing the humanitarian programme in Iraq as “only Band-Aid stuff”. He resigned because he “wanted to be in a position to speak out on sanctions and the dreadful impact that they are having on the people - particularly the children - and the future of Iraq”. Mr Halliday says “the monthly rate of sanctions-related child mortality for children under five years of age is from five to six thousand per month,” a figure he attributes to the World Health Organisation.





He will arrive in the UK on Saturday 23rd January following speaking tours in France and Italy. He will then tour the UK giving public talks and media interviews in London (23rd & 26th), Sheffield (24th), Birmingham (24th), Warwick (University) (25th) & Cambridge (27th).





Mr Halliday is available for interview, and a press conference may be held in London. For more information contact Seb Wills (details below) or the organiser of your nearest event (see next page).





The speaking tour is organised by the Campaign Against Sanctions on Iraq (CASI), a student-run humanitarian campaign based in Cambridge. As well as organising local events in Cambridge, CASI works closely with other campaign groups opposing sanctions on Iraq. Other national projects include a forthcoming National Day of Action in solidarity with the Iraqi people on 27th February 1999. CASI does not support the regime of Saddam Hussein.








To arrange an interview with Denis Halliday, or for further information, contact:





Seb Wills (Campaign Against Sanctions on Iraq)


Tel: 01223 507858


Email: soc-casi@lists.cam.ac.uk


Website: http://linux.clare.cam.ac.uk/casi/    (includes tour information)


Seb Wills, Clare College, The Colony, Chesterton Lane, Cambridge CB4 3AA


PUBLIC EVENTS & MEDIA AVAILABILITY


Tour coordinator / National media contact:


Seb Wills (Campaign Against Sanctions on Iraq)


Tel: 01223 507858    Email: soc-casi@lists.cam.ac.uk


Clare College, The Colony, Chesterton Lane, Cambridge CB4 3AA


LONDON (1)	saturday 23rd january 1999


Venue:	Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, WC1 (tube: Holborn)


Time:	6 - 8:30pm. Admission: £5/£2. Other speakers include Tony Benn MP


Hosted by:	Campaign Against Sanctions and War on Iraq (CASWI)


Contact:	Hugh Stevens,  Tel: 0171 436 4636,  Fax: 0171 436 4638


	CASWI, BM 2966, London WC1N 3XX.   Email: justice@easynet.co.uk


SHEFFIELD	sunday 24th january 1999


Venue:	St Matthews Rooms, Carver Street, S1


Time:	2pm.


Hosted by:	Sheffield Committee Against War and Sanctions on Iraq


Contact:	Sheila Abdullah,  Tel: 0114 286 2336,  Email: johnsmith@gn.apc.org


	6 Bedford Road, Oughtbridge, Sheffield S35 0FB


(Available for media work in Sheffield: Sunday a.m.)


BIRMINGHAM	sunday 24th january 1999


Venue:	Mu-Ath Welfare Trust, Bordsley Centre, Stratford Road


Time:	7.30pm.  Entry free.


Hosted by:	Iraqi People First


Contact:	Sylvia Boyes,  Tel: 0121 449 1298


	7 Greenhill Road, Mosely, Birmingham B13 9SR


(Available for media work in Birmingham: Monday.)


WARWICK	monday 25th january 1999


Venue:	Warwick University (Room to be confirmed)


Time:	7.30pm (to be confirmed)


Hosted by:	


Contact:	Duncan Hall,  Tel: 01926 420596


	Grange House, 64 Clarendon Avenue, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire


(Available for media work in Warwick: Monday p.m. / Tuesday a.m.)


LONDON (2)	tuesday 26th january 1999


Venue:	Grand Committee Room, House of Commons, Westminster


Time:	8pm.    Chaired by George Galloway MP.


Hosted by:	Emergency Committee on Iraq


Contact:	Gordon West,  Tel: 0171 219 2874,  Fax: 0171 219 2879


	Rm 501, 7 Millbank, Westminster, London SW1A 1AA


(Available for media work in London: Tuesday pm/Wednesday am/Thursday pm)


CAMBRIDGE	wednesday 27th january 1999


Venue:	The Union Society Chambers, Round Church St., Cambridge


Time:	8pm.  Entry £3.50.  Other speakers include George Galloway MP.


Hosted by:	Campaign Against Sanctions on Iraq / Cambridge Union Society


Contact:	Seb Wills,  Tel: 01223 507858,  Email: soc-casi@lists.cam.ac.uk


	Clare College, The Colony, Chesterton Lane, Cambridge CB4 3AA


(Available for media work in Cambridge: Wednesday p.m. / Thursday a.m.)


Biographical information for Denis Halliday


Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed Denis J. Halliday, a national of Ireland, to the post of United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq as of 1 September 1997, at the Assistant Secretary-General level, and he served as such until end September 1998. During this period, the Security Council Resolution 986 “Oil for Food” Programme, introduced in 1996/97 to assist the people of Iraq under the Economic Sanctions imposed and sustained by the Security Council, was more than doubled in terms of oil revenues allowed. This enabled the introduction of a multi-sectoral approach, albeit modest, to the problems of resolving malnutrition and child mortality. Mr Halliday resigned from the post in Iraq and from the United Nations as a whole effective 31 October 1998 after serving the Organisation since mid 1964 - some 34 years.


Prior to that, and from mid 1994, Mr Halliday served as Assistant Secretary-General for Human Resources Management of the United Nations, based in its New York Headquarters. During this period, he introduced on behalf of the Secretary-General to the General Assembly a strategy for the better management, performance and development of some 15,000 United Nations staff world-wide.


Before taking up the Human Resources Management function in mid 1994, following a brief assignment in Thailand as UNDP Regional Representative, Mr Halliday had been Director, Division of Personnel, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) from late 1989 into early 1994. He took over that post after being Chef de Cabinet, Office of the Administrator, of the UNDP for some two years.


Mr Halliday has spent most of his long career with the United Nations in development and humanitarian assistance-related posts both in New York and overseas, primarily in South-East Asia. Following a year in Kenya as a Quaker volunteer 1962-63, Mr Halliday joined the United Nations in 1964 serving in Teheran, Iran as a junior professional officer in the forerunner of UNDP - the United Nations Technical Assistance Board and Special Fund. From 1966 to 1972, he served in the Asia Bureau of UNDP Headquarters in New York and then transferred to Malaysia in 1972. In Malaysia, covering programmes in that country plus Singapore and Brunei, he served until 1877 as Deputy Regional Representative. In Indonesia, he continued at the Deputy level for two years until 1979, when he was asked to reopen and head up as Resident Representative the UNDP office in Samoa covering that country, the Cook Islands, the Tokelau Islands and Niue in the South Pacific.


In 1981, Mr Halliday was asked to return to New York to serve in the Asia and Pacific Bureau where he was involved in setting up the first round table meetings of UNDP for Asia. In 1985, he took up the post of Deputy Director, Division of Personnel before becoming Chef de Cabinet in 1987.


Mr Halliday graduated from Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland and holds an M.A. in Economics, Geography and Public Administration. He is married and has a daughter, Fransisca. 


Quotations by and about Denis Halliday


Each paragraph is a direct quote from an article or interview, referenced to the list of sources at the end of this section.


On the policy of sanctions on Iraq:


“...a totally bankrupt concept...It doesn't impact on governance effectively and instead it damages the innocent people of the country,” [BBC]


In a recent interview with The Independent in Baghdad he said Iraq's infrastructure was collapsing and it would take 10 to 20 years to restore it. He said the obvious response was “to lift sanctions and pump in money” and humanitarian aid was “only Band-Aid stuff.” [IND]


“We are in the process of destroying an entire society. It is as simple and terrifying as that. It is illegal and immoral.” [Independent, 15th Oct. 1998]


Sanctions as a United Nations policy:


“The incompatibility with the spirit and letter of the charter constitutes a tragedy for the United Nations itself, and severely threatens to undermine the UN's credibility and legitimacy as a benign force for peace and human well-being throughout the world.” [CH]


The council needs a legal watch-dog, an international authority higher than the International Court so that its actions would ensure acceptable standards consistent with the United Nations Charter, the Declaration on Human Rights and the Rights of the Child. [IT]


Human casualties of the sanctions:


“The World Health Organization (WHO) confirmed to me only ten days ago that the monthly rate of sanctions-related child mortality for children under five years of age is from five to six thousand per month. They believe this is an underestimate, since in rural parts of Iraq children are not registered at birth, and if they die within six weeks of birth, they are never registered.” [CH]


“I think six, or seven thousand [children dying per month] is a perfectly accurate figure. UNICEF supports that also.” [JR]


“These figures on malnutrition are serious. We're looking at a country where 30% of its kids are malnourished, 20% probably chronically. That's generational damage. These children are never going to be the same, they're going to have mental and physical stunting. This is criminal activity. I don't think the UN should be associated with that, nor anybody else.” [JR]


Impact of sanctions on families in Iraq:


“sanctions have had a serious impact on the Iraqi extended family system. We're seeing an increase in single-parent families, usually mothers struggling alone. There's an increase in divorce. Many families have had to sell their homes, furniture and other possessions to put food on the table, resulting in homelessness. Many young people are resorting to prostitution.” [CH]


On the claim that the Iraqi regime does not care about its own citizens:


“That's absolute garbage, the fact is that before Saddam Hussein got himself into trouble in Iran, and then of course in Kuwait, they had invested massively in civilian infrastructure. Health care clinics, rural clinics, education, 10,000 schools scattered throughout the country, an educational and healthcare system which was the envy of all its Arab neighbours. Iraq had a very widespread food distribution system of its own before we got involved.” [JR]


On the reasons for his resignation:


“Malnutrition is running at about 30 percent for children under 5 years old. In terms of mortality, probably 5 or 6 thousand children are dying per month. This is directly attributable to the impact of sanctions, which have caused the breakdown of the clean water system, health facilities and all the things that young children require. All of this is just not acceptable. I don't want to administer a program that results in these kind of figures. Sanctions are being sustained by member states, knowing of this calamity. I wanted to be in a position to speak out on sanctions and the dreadful impact that they are having on the people - particularly the children - and the future of Iraq.” (ITT)


On disarming Iraq:


“I support a very active programme on disarmament and arms control for Iraq, and of course every other country in the world... That does not require economic sanctions...I think we've got to take the risk and give up economic sanctions while hanging on to the disarmament programme and allow the Iraqis to get on with rebuilding their country.” [Rose]


On the political future in Iraq:


Mr Halliday argued that the “alienation and isolation of the younger Iraqi generation of leadership” did not bode well for the future. [BBC]


“[Sanctions are creating] a new generation of Iraqis that don't anything about the Western world, and are alienated against Europe, North America and the West generally. ... We're breeding a new type of Taleban in Iraq by forcing this alienation from what's going on in the world ... this is a very dangerous approach.” [JR]


On the Gulf War damage to Iraq:


“I was taken aback by the decay and damage. [The coalition forces] very deliberately set about destroying the civilian infrastructure of the country. They went way beyond the military. They destroyed schools, and hospitals and bridges, and roads, places of employment, factories, consumer, industry and so on. That's left massive unemployment to this day. They destroyed railways, domestic airports, including not just the production of oil which they bombed and missiled again and again, but they also wiped out Iraq's capacity to produce potable water, the sewerage systems were heavily damaged, water treatment plants were damaged. It was a very all-comprehensive attack. And that is still rather apparent today.” [JR]


On the recent (December 1998) bombing of Iraq:


Former UN humanitarian coordinator for Iraq Denis Halliday said Thursday US-British air strikes on Iraq were “an absolute tragedy” for the people of Iraq. ... He said the bombing action had gone “way beyond” what the United Nations intended. ...Even if the entire civilian and military infrastructure was destroyed they could still continue to manufacture “appalling weapons,” he said. ... The attacks were a “very short term solution with long term consequences,” [AFP]


SOURCES:


[BBC]	BBC On-line, 30th September 1998: ‘UN official blasts Iraq sanctions’


[CH]	Speech delivered by Denis Halliday on Capitol Hill, 6th October 1998


[IT]	Article by Denis Halliday published in The Irish Times, 19th Dec. 1998


[AFP]	AFP report: Friday December 18, 1:53 AM: ‘Former UN official in Iraq says bombing is “absolute tragedy”’


[IND]	The Independent, 23rd July 1998. (‘UN official quits in row over aid to Iraq’, by Patrick Cockburn)


[JR]	Transcript of interview of Denis Halliday by freelance journalist Jeremy Rose, 10th December 1998


[ITT]	Interview with In These Times, November 1998


Sanctions on Iraq: background information


There is a logical breakdown here.  No one with any credibility denies that Saddam Hussein is a menace - a mass murderer and a perpetual threat to peace and stability.  But the punishment for his sins is being visited tragically and overwhelmingly on the innocent. ("Suffering for Saddam", Bob Herbert, New York Times, 19 Feb., 1998)





On 6 August, 1990, four days after Iraq invaded Kuwait, UN Security Council Resolution (SCR) 661 imposed comprehensive sanctions on Iraq and, while Kuwait was occupied, Kuwait.  SCR 661 allowed only the import of, "supplies intended strictly for medical purposes, and, in humanitarian circumstances, foodstuffs". The sanctions regime was to be overseen by the Security Council sanctions committee, composed of the 15 Security Council members.  Once Iraq was expelled from Kuwait the sanctions were extended by SCR 687.  SCR 687 provides for them to continue until the Security Council is convinced that Iraq has no ballistic missiles with a range greater than 150km and no atomic, biological or chemical (ABC) weapons.  The United Nations Special Commission (Unscom) was established to oversee this work with the International Atomic Agency (IAEA) in charge of nuclear programmes.





While the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office has repeatedly claimed that foodstuffs have never been subject to sanctions it was not until eight months later that SCR 687 recognised for the first time that "humanitarian circumstances" had arisen.  In fact, until after Iraq's expulsion from Kuwait, an effective embargo on all supplies, medicines as well as food, prevailed.  As a result food prices increased some 1500 - 2000% in the year following the imposition of sanctions; damaged by the war and starved of imported inputs, Iraqi agricultural output fell some 70 - 75%. [1]





A few weeks after the imposition of sanctions the Iraqi government began to ration food.  Foreign observers in Iraq in August/September 1991 report that this system functioned remarkably efficiently given the political brutality of the regime.  They also found little regional difference in food prices, confirming that food was being equitably distributed (they were not able to enter Iraqi Kurdistan, now stripped from Baghdad's control).  By August, 1991, prices of staples in Iraq were similar to those in Jordan, suggesting that the sanctions were not preventing their movement into Iraq.  Nevertheless, the collapse in Iraqi purchasing power relative to the cost of food left Iraqis dependent on the government distribution system.  This was able to provide about half their pre-sanctions caloric intake; the rations represented a subsidy greater than the monthly wage of, for example, an Iraqi soldier. [1]





In 1995 a UN Food and Agriculture Organisation led by Prof. Peter Pellett (chair of the University of Massassachesetts at Amherst's Nutrition Department; pellett@nutrition.umass.edu) compared 1995 child and infant mortality levels in Baghdad to 1989 levels.  On the basis of the data they collected two team members published a letter to the British medical journal, The Lancet, concluding that some 567,000 Iraqi children had died as a result of the sanctions to that date. [2]





These figures were debated at the time but accepted by US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright who, in May, 1996, claimed on the US television programme, 60 Minutes, that she felt that "the price is worth it".  1998 figures by the Iraqi Ministry of Health, whose data are usually approved by Unicef, apparently put child deaths at between 1.2 and 1.5 million.  In April, 1998 Unicef claimed that some 90,000 children were dying annually as a result of the sanctions. [3]





By the time of the FAO mission, SCR 986 (14 April, 1995), "food-for-oil", had allowed Iraq to export a limited amount of oil; more recent expansions of the programme allow Iraq to sell up to $10.4 billion of oil annually.  In fact, in the three and a half years to October, 1998 Iraq has only sold a total of $8.4 billion of oil, of which some $5.2 billion has been left for humanitarian purchases (after subtractions to a compensation fund and UN operations). This represents about $75 per capita annually for Iraq's 20 million people.  By October, 1998, a total of $2.4 billion of food had been distributed throughout Iraq under the programme. [4]





To import humanitarian supplies the Iraqi government submits requests to the UN.  The Sanctions Committee then decides on the request and, if it approves it, seeks to contract the bid out. The Iraqi government has no direct access to the money earned under food-for-oil.





Even under food-for-oil malnutrition in Iraq (except Iraqi Kurdistan) is a "grave concern", running at 25% for children under five and 15% for those under one.  These levels have stabilised.  Food prices in 1998 have risen, though, a sign of increasing scarcity. [4]








Colin Rowat, (0468 056984; cir20@cam.ac.uk), 6/1/99








Sources





[1] Dreze, Jean & Haris Gazdar (1992).  "Hunger and Poverty in Iraq, 1991", World Development, 20(7) pp.921-45.


[2] Zaidi, Sarah & Mary C Smith Fawzi (1995). "Health of Baghdad’s children", The Lancet, 346, 2 Dec., 1995. (Ms Zaidi can be reached at szaidi@cesr.org)


[3] Unicef (30 April, 1998).  Situation Analysis of Women and Children in Iraq. (copies available from jando@unicef.org)


[4] Kofi Annan (19 November, 1998).  Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant To Paragraph 10 of Security Council Resolution 1153 (1998). (available at www.un.org/Depts/oip/reports/180days4.html)





Security Council Resolutions available from www.un.org.


A summary of Oil for Food programme, by the UN’s Office of the Iraq Programme, is available at http://www.un.org/Depts/oip/reports/basfact.html


Another useful website is that of the Iraq Action Coalition at http://leb.net/IAC.


UK groups opposing sanctions on Iraq


CAMPAIGN AGAINST SANCTIONS ON IRAQ (tour organisers)


The Campaign Against Sanctions on Iraq (CASI) is a humanitarian campaign against sanctions on Iraq. The group is based in Cambridge and is run by students at Cambridge University. CASI distributes information about Iraq, largely through email, to hundreds of people around the UK and abroad. The group also organises speaker meetings and fund-raising events in Cambridge with the aim of raising public awareness of the effects of sanctions on Iraq. CASI works closely with other groups in the UK which oppose sanctions on Iraq and is involved with the national coordination of various projects, including a National Day of Action in solidarity with the Iraqi people on 27th February 1999. CASI does not support the Hussein regime.


Website: http://linux.clare.cam.ac.uk/casi/


Tel: 01223 507858 (Seb Wills).   Email: soc-casi@lists.cam.ac.uk


EMERGENCY COMMITTEE ON IRAQ


Chaired by the Labour MP George Galloway, the E.C.I. is a national campaign opposing sanctions and war on Iraq.


Tel: 0171 219 2874     Fax: 0171 219 2879


Room 501, 7 Millbank, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA


VOICES IN THE WILDERNESS UK


VIWUK, sister organisation to Voices in the Wilderness in the USA, breaks UN/US/UK sanctions on Iraq by delivering medicines to sick children in Iraq without export licenses.  VIWUK also produces regular printed ‘briefings’ on Iraq which analyse government statements.


Tel/Fax: 0181 444 1605.   12 Trinity Rd, London N2 8JJ


CAMPAIGN AGAINST SANCTIONS AND WAR ON IRAQ


Tel: 0171 436 4636 (Hugh Stevens).   Fax: 0171 436 4638.


SHEFFIELD COMMITTEE AGAINST WAR IN THE GULF


Tel. 0114 283 2336 (Sheila Abdullah)


MANCHESTER COALITION AGAINST SANCTIONS AND WAR ON IRAQ


Tel/Fax: 01706 375266 (Rae Street)


IRAQI PEOPLE FIRST (Birmingham)


Tel: 0121 449 1298 (Sylvia Boyes)








There are various other groups around the UK which campaign against sanctions and/or military action against Iraq. This page lists only the principle groups of which the organisers are aware.
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