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 International Student Checklist:  
 

Arriving in Cambridge 
 

Pre-arrival 

 Read the International Student Guide 

Healthcare 

 Check the information about Healthcare in the UK. 

 EEA nationals: obtain a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) before coming to the 

UK. 

 Consider benefits of private medical insurance, which might offer provision over and 
above the NHS health care treatment you may be eligible for in the UK. 

 If you receive on-going medical treatment and / or medication, obtain a letter from the 
doctor in your home country (in English) with the details as it may be useful for your 
new doctor. Check whether you can take your medication on your flight and through 
customs.   

Finances 

 Consider how much money to bring to the UK with you (and whether your home country 
restricts the amount of cash that can be taken out of the country) and/or whether to 
travel with Travellers’ Cheques. You should request money in £5, £10 and £20 notes as 
£50 may not be accepted for smaller payments.    

 Establish whether your bankcard can be used in the UK and whether your bank can 
provide any advice about transferring money to the UK.  

Immigration (for non-EEA nationals) 

 All students from outside the EEA will need an appropriate visa for study purposes. You 
cannot study on a visitor / tourist visa.  

 Check the details of your Tier 4 visa are correct. 

 Make photocopies of your passport and visa.  

 Carry a print out of the CAS email in your hand-luggage as well as any other documents 
used for your visa application.  

 Carry the contact details of the University and your accommodation address in your 
hand-luggage. 

 Book an appointment online for Police Registration if required.  

Transportation 

 Establish when you are required to arrive at your College and when you can access 
your accommodation. Ensure you have arranged at least short-term accommodation.  

http://ec.europa.eu/social/
http://www.internationalstudents.cam.ac.uk/arriving/police-registration
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 Determine the best way to get to Cambridge when you arrive in the UK.  

 Consider travel insurance. 

 Consider baggage restrictions on your flight. 

 

Preparing to study  

 Check the information about international student orientation events.  

 Contact the International Student Team if you are unsure about anything.  

 Review course handbooks. 

 Review College information packs. 

Living in the UK  

 Check whether you need an adaptor for any electrical equipment you intend on bringing 
to the UK.  

 Consider the UK climate for items of clothing. 

 Consider whether you need personal possessions insurance.  

On arrival:  

 If you are coming from a country outside the European Union and bringing in money 
worth 10,000 Euros you have to declare that sum to customs officers. 

 Register with your College. 

 Present passport and visa to College within 7 days of arrival if you are from outside the 
EEA.  

 Attend matriculation. 

 Attend College induction. 

 Attend Faculty/Department induction. 

 Complete student registration with the University. 

 Register with the University Library. 

 Register with GP (doctor). 

 Open a bank account. 

 Purchase phones/SIM cards if required.  

 Purchase TV licence if required.  

mailto:international.students@admin.cam.ac.uk
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate

